
Kids eating Maine carrots 

Kids love Maine grown carrots. They are sweet and tasty. Kids gobble them up. Our goal is to serve all 

Maine’s schoolchildren a single serving of carrots each week. We’re thinking big and starting small. And 

it turns out that a single serving will mean a lot of progress for Maine.   

Maine’s children are food insecure. A person is considered food insecure if they lack access to enough 

food to ensure adequate nutrition. Maine’s child food insecurity rate is 24 percent, or nearly one in every 

four children. We rank first in New England in terms of child food insecurity, and we import more food 

than any other state in the continental US.  

Maine’s farms are poised for growth. Maine’s agricultural heritage is rich. And after nearly a century 

of decline, our farms are making a significant comeback. Maine farmers are getting younger, bucking a 

national trend. The number of farmers’ markets has doubled in the last ten years. Still, if we are serious 

about feeding Maine, farmers need access to bigger markets, and we must rebuild the agricultural, 

storage & warehousing, processing, and transportation infrastructure we’ve lost over the decades.   

Think big. This project provides capital to develop the technical skills and infrastructure to grow, 

process, and deliver a serving of carrots to all our kids. It’s Institutional Supported Agriculture (ISA). 

One investment, two wins: our school kids and our farmers.  

Start small. Let’s serve Maine carrots to our school kids every week during the school year. A single 

serving every week is a modest goal that we can achieve. With 182,000 schoolchildren a single serving 

each week means our farmers will be growing over a million pounds of carrots. That translates to over 

100 acres of soil needed for carrots. Currently our mid-size family farmers have less than 40 total acres 

under carrot production. We have work to do before we can manage even this modest amount. And that 

work will be a very good thing for Maine.   

Invest in our farmers. Our proposed funding directly benefits our farmers in the form of multi-year 

contracts to grow carrots destined to schools. Funding will, directly and transparently, fully provide for 

the planting, growing, nurturing, harvesting, storing, and packing of our kids’ carrots. We will carefully 

select our partner farmers, and will work with these families to help them develop long term growing 

plans. With contracts in hand, our farmers can go to traditional funding sources to secure loans for 

planters, harvesters, storage facilities, and packing lines. Additional fundraising will be employed at the 

community level - school district by school district and sometimes employ crowdfunding. 

Utilize existing and emerging infrastructure.  With this scale of carrot production, our processors and 

distribution companies will achieve the necessary volume in their operations to lower the overall cost to 

process and deliver carrots to our schools. Our emerging food hubs can play an increasing role in the 

development of our farm to school network.   

Invest in our kids. Our “Kids eating Maine Carrots” project will establish a stronger regular connection 

between farm and school. Our kids will learn where their food comes from. The project enhances the 

supply chain between farms and schools, positioning us to serve more veggies and food grown by our 

diversified family farms to schoolchildren in the future.   

Rebuild our infrastructure. Three to five years of investment in our family farms to develop the 

technical skills and infrastructure for one serving of Maine carrots for Maine kids will secure a modern 

set of agricultural, processing, and transportation infrastructure. When fully implemented, these changes 

will transform local agriculture in Maine from a higher-cost system to a modern, scaled, statewide 

system that provides Maine grown fruits and vegetables to all of our institutions at an affordable price. 

Support this project. Maine kids should eat Maine carrots. Our goal is modest. The impacts of this 

projects are far-reaching. We ask for your help and welcome your questions and feedback. Please contact 

Chris Hallweaver, project manager, at chrishallweaver@gmail.com and 207-329-5048. 


