
 
 
Merrymeeting Gleaners Cold Storage Trailer Update 
 
We are thrilled to announce that our cold storage trailer for the Merrymeeting Gleaners 
was completed this fall! This trailer provides proper storage for gleaned produce which 
is key for those recipients unable to receive produce on the day we glean. The purchase 
and insulation of the trailer was largely made possible by a generous Common Good 
grant from the McKeen Center for Common Good at Bowdoin College. Additional 
funding for supplies came from the New England Grassroots Environment Fund and 
donations from Hammond Lumber. Volunteers did a tremendous amount of work getting 
the trailer ready over the summer and early fall. A huge THANK YOU is in order!  
 
The trailer debuted at Six River Farm on October 11th during the first ever celebration of 
Maine Gleaning Week! 
 
Here’s a look at how the trailer came together… 
 
Step 1: A 6 x 12’ EZ Haul. A huge thank you to Mary and Chris Turner for letting 
us store it at their house and leading the construction efforts! 
 

 

https://www.mainegleaningnetwork.org/merrymeetinggleaners
https://www.mainegleaningnetwork.org/events


 
Step 2: Starting work! Supplies, plywood removal, and adding rigid insulation.  
 

   

 
  
 
Step 3: Finishing insulation, adding the flooring and getting ready for the AC unit! 

 
 



  
Step 4: Adding the AC unit! Next steps CoolBot, polyurethane, painting and then 
the finishing touches like shelving...getting ready for Maine Gleaning Week! 
 

 
  
Step 5: All ready to go for Maine Gleaning Week! Thank you all!!! 

 



Step 6: Celebrate Maine Gleaning Week and first produce loaded in the trailer! 
Looking forward to our first full gleaning season with this trailer. 

 
 

 
 
Background about the Merrymeeting Gleaners: 
The Merrymeeting Gleaners began in 2016, as a project of the Merrymeeting Food 
Council with key support from Bowdoin College, Brunswick-Topsham Land Trust, 
Kennebec Estuary Land Trust, Access Health, and Six River Farm. We are all 
volunteers who work with farmers to bring local, fresh produce to those in need. 
Gleaners harvest surplus produce from farms and Farmers’ Markets five days a week.  
 
We distribute the produce to food pantries, soup kitchens, Head Start and WIC 
programs, and low-income housing communities. In 2017, 21 organizations in 7 towns 
received the produce we gleaned. With the trailer we will be able to continue expanding, 
increasing the amount of produce gleaned and the recipient organizations served.  
 
In 2016, we gleaned just over 14,000 pounds of produce, the rough equivalent of 
11,600 meals. In 2017, we surpassed this milestone, gleaning over 22,000 lbs of 
healthy, market-quality food for MidCoast Maine residents.  


